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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


SIR: 


The attention of the Examiner and the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on 
attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the references are also 
enclosed. 

/ 

The references were cited during the prosecution of a 
corresponding German application. 


02/06/2003 fiNABIl 00000052 09776409 

01 FC:1806 180.00 OP 


The German Examiner cited German reference 4107440 CI as 
showing all of the features of claim 1 with the exception of the 
shut-off device for shutting off the forward or rearward flow of 
the medium when the forward flow pressure drops significantly or 
drops to zero. German reference 3039380 Al was cited as showing 
such a shutting-off device. 

The remaining two references were not applied against the 
claims by the German Examiner. 

The required fee in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on January 28. 2003 
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Friedrich Kueffner 
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